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Welcome 
to all COMMACT International

conference participants
30 October 2008

Brisbane, Australia
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Working 

together for the 

common good

COMMACT
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WELCOME 

TO

CENTRE FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

(CRD)
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CRD IS AN NGO

ÅRegistered under the Societies 
Registration Act of 1860 (Section XXI) in 
1994-95

ÅRegistered under the Income Tax Act -
Section 12AA & 80 G

ÅRegistered under the Foreign 
Contribution Regulation Act of 1976 
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MISSION

To ensure sustainable livelihood for 
the poor families by using local 
resources and skill up gradation 

with community participation
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ÅRickshaw Drivers - vulnerable and socially disadvantaged community 
(harassed, HIV-AIDS, exploited)

ÅNo access to formal finance: 95 % hire rickshaw on high daily rental fee

ÅBelow poverty line and without any social security 

Å46% are illiterate

Å8 million such rickshaw drivers in India

Å5 dependence as an average

Identified Problem

Solutions

The Rickshaw Bank provides :

Åa newly designed rickshaw payable through a minimal daily installment

Åeventual ownership of the rickshaw, 

Åinsurance, uniform, licenses, a photo ID

Åtraining, health care, cooking gas etc.
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Solution: Design Innovation

Å Rickshaw originally designed by 
IIT, Guwahati

Å Aero-dynamically designed thus 
lighter

Å More spacious

Å More attractive to clients

Å Comfortable for all age groups

Å Longer functioning life
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Å Eye/ Healthcare 

Å Family planning

One Window Solution 

Provide for Drivers:

Å Income

Å Potential savings

Å Social security

Å Access to  

financial 

institutions

Å Insurance

Å Licenses

Å Photo IDs

Å Meetings

Å Uniform

Å Training

Å Maintenance

Å Childrenôs 
schooling

Å Clothing

Å Cooking gas

Å Food cart

Provide 
for families:

An Asset:

A Rickshaw
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Benefits: SPONSORS

Å Participate with purely 
commercial terms

Å Getting the commercial 
return as per the 
prevailing terms

Å 100% repayment

(SBI,ICICI,HDFC & PNB)

Financial Institutes

Å Support in a sustainable 
model

Å Create a Visible impact 

Å Working towards 
millennium development 
goal (MDG) to bring 
people 2 USD income 
per day 

Å Leveraging of funds to 
reach larger numbers

(Care-India, AIF,MF)

Donors

Å Avenue for CSR

Å óMobileô advertisement  
facility at 96% cheaper 
rate for corporates 

Å Flexible term options on 
advertising (1 month to 3 
yrs)

Å Donors get 100% tax 
exemption

Å Donors can participate in 
the programme monitoring 
process

(ONGC,IOC,HLL)

Corporate
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Operational Model 

Å 5 Drivers constitute a group & 5 

groups under one garage/ meeting 

point

Å Under each garage/meeting point 

cover 25 rickshaws and also provides 

repair facilities

Å Each garage/meeting point serves as 

the collection centre for the Driversô 

daily payment

Å Garage/meeting point are the creation 

of new entrepreneurship

Å Opening of new branches on a 

Franchise Model
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Å Enables Rickshaw drivers to 

Own Their Rickshaws 

Å Increases Rickshaw Driverôs 

Income  Levels and Standard 

of Living

Å Provides a Financial 

Resource for Rickshaw 

pullers

Å Creates Jobs for Youths

Å Improves Sales for Local 

Businesses and Corporations 

Å Decreases 

Fossil Fuel 

Emissions from 

Auto Travel

Å Increases the 

Use of 

Environmentally 

Friendly 

Cooking Fuel

Sustainable 

Community 

Development

+
Social 

Impact

+
Environmental 

Impact

+
Economic

Impact

Å Provides Better Health 

Services to the Rickshaw 

drivers and their Families

Å Brings Better Law and 

Order to the Community

Å Creates a Positive Work 

Environment

The Results:  Triple Bottom Line
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Cost Breakup of the Unit

Amount recovered from each Rickshaw Puller Rs. 13,000/- @ Rs. 25/- EDI 

for 520 days for a maximum period of 18-24 months  

Particulars
Cost in 

INR

Cost in 

Australian 

$

Rickshaw Assembling Cost 9600 282

Uniform Cost 450 13

Insurance Cost, 2 years 350 11

License Cost for both, 2 years 400 12

Total 10800 318

Average receivable Rs. 5000/- per rickshaw per year from the 

corporate advertisements till Rickshaw is owned by the RB and 

than 35% of the amount per  year once Rickshaw is owned by 

the Pullers 



Centre for Rural Development

11/14/2008 CSB/ Wollongong 16

Rickshaw Bank at Agartala

The Rickshaw Bank at Agartala was inaugurated by the Chief Minister of 
Tripura, Mr. Manik Sarkar in presence of Rural Development Minister 

and CGM, State of India on 26th July, 2006
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New initiatives at Surat

A new initiatives is initiated at Surat by providing Hath Lorry (Hand Cart) 

with all other components of the Rickshaw Bank. The formal launching was 

organized on June 3, 2007 at Surat.
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Partnership with PNB

A tripartite partnership model is agreed upon 
to replicate the Rickshaw Bank model in 
100 cities with 1000 rickshaws in each 

city. 

A CBO/ VO/ entrepreneur will be identified 
and engaged as a partner to implement 

the project. 

Each Rickshaw Driver will open their No Frill  
Account in the respective branches.
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Launching at Varanasi

The national launching 

of the programme 

was launched by its 

CMD  Dr. K. C.  

Chakrabarty in 

presence of the 

Executive Director, 

AIF Mr. Pradeep 

Kashyap
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SOLECKSHAW 
A SOLUTION FOR 

ECO-FRIENDLY  TRANSPORT

Motorised assistance 

Rickshaw

- motor to run on  battery,

- battery to be charged 

�Z�L�W�K���³�V�R�O�D�U���H�Q�H�U�J�\�´

The Union Minister of Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Shri Kapil Sibal 
and the Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit launched the 

�È�z�–�“�Œ�Š�’�š�•�ˆ�ž�É�G�š�–�“�ˆ�™�G�–�—�Œ�™�ˆ�›�Œ�‹�G�Š� �Š�“�Œ�G�™�•�Š�’�š�•�ˆ�ž�S�G�ˆ�›�G�j�•�ˆ�•�‹�•�•�G�j�•�–�ž�’�G�–�•�G
October 2 nd, 2008


